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Message from a member … 

It’s been a “minute.” (Translation: a mind-altering five 
months.) And that minute is still happening … It’s been an 
ongoing experiment in how we (VHC), as a new and forming 
community, could keep moving forward once we all initially 
hunkered down in our homes at the beginning of the 
pandemic – each of us searching for a human connection 
outside  of our respective bubbles.  
 
Early in the pandemic was a scary time because there was so 
much we didn’t know. But we at VHC kept meeting, and 
against all odds, our connections strengthened and we grew. 
I like this next definition of community: “a feeling of 
fellowship with others, as a result of sharing common 
attitudes, interests, and goals.” I might tweak it a bit to add 
how the uniqueness that each of us brings to VHC only 
enriches our community. 
 
Besides the pandemic, of course, there have been the Black 
Lives Matter protests. For me and the rest of the nation, that 
“minute” has continued, with the nation’s reckoning of its 
history of racism and how that reality explicitly and implicitly  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
continues to influence the 
lives of  America’s BIPOC 
population (black, 
indigenous and people of 
color) on a daily basis. 
 
However, I do feel some 
personal hope that real 
change, small that it may 
be, will occur in our 
lifetimes. Rosa Parks’ 
statement on freedom and 
justice, in particular, 
resonates: “I would like to 
be known as a person who 
is concerned about 
freedom and equality and 
justice and prosperity for 
all people.”  
 
I’m with Rosa: I believe 
that we can all continue 
that work within our VHC 
community today and into 
the future.  -- Karen 
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Silas and Jude find a way to cool off on a hot Village Hill afternoon in July. 

Photo by Meg Bogdan 

 



 

News From Sunwood 
 
Talk about progress!  Work continues on Phase 
3.  We have one more foundation to pour as part of 
our largest phase, which consists of nine units.  We 
continue to work on the details of these units with 
their future owners as they add their personal 
touches.   
It is truly amazing to see the creativity and vision for 
their individual homes unfold.  Our passion is 
working together with all members of Village Hill 
Cohousing to build an amazing co-housing 
community! – Sunwood Builders 
 

Extra! Extra!  

 

 

 

 

Wildlife Report

  

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News From VHC:  

• Sunwood Renters Roni and Stuart and their son Noah moved into 

Unit 4A on July 30.  Drop by and welcome them! 

• Reminder: Members, Explorers, and visitors alike are welcome to 

join residents at our twice-weekly (Mon. and Thurs., 5:30 pm.) 

happy hours, on the VHC path. BYOB. 

• Susan H. has placed a compost bin in the recycling area for 

residents. A small fee is required. 

 

• The Northampton police recently held an info session about bears in the 

area’s woods. So, a reminder not to leave food outside, which attracts 

these woodland critters. Lions and tigers and … oh, my! 

• The raccoon family that recently populated the woods next to 5A has 

apparently moved to the top of a shed under a deck up on the hill 

owned by Adina Davis. She’s asked for help in how to evict them. 

 



August Feature 

Living at VHC During COVID 

By  Melinda Darer 

 

Because I work at home, I have to admit 

that some days I feel trapped. Every winter I 

look forward to spring and summer and 

travel to new and familiar places in and 

outside the U.S. 

Well, not this year. These days, I look for 

ways to find comfort, safety and enjoyment. 

A few weeks ago, I felt the need to escape 

the house. It was early afternoon and I 

already had back-to-back Zoom meetings 

scheduled. But I needed fresh air and 

decided to test the waters. It was a 

beautiful summer Tuesday, so I went to the 

Northampton Farmers market. It felt like a 

different world. The line to enter was short, 

and the booths were spaced an appropriate 

distance from one another. Someone at the 

entrance kept track of those of us entering. 

Obviously, masks were required, as was 

hand sanitizer.  

Through my mask I could breathe a big sigh 

of relief. I felt grateful to be in the company 

of local farmers who provide healthy food.  

 

 

 

 

And what beautiful sights! The variety and 

colors of the veggies seemed endless.   

 

 

Photos by Mitch Darer 

Berry season was just beginning too, so the 

blueberries called to me. My mouth began 

to water thinking of what I could cook at 

home. The colorful bouquets of flowers 

inspired me to purchase one. 

Driving back home I could feel a calm and 

appreciation for the simple things that bring 

joy into our lives. ∞



 

Committee Updates 

 
GovCom’s results from our breakout groups are in! VHC 
members agree that learning about Sociocracy takes time, 
and they prefer to learn incrementally through hands-on 
practice.  In the coming months, GovCom will provide a 
range of learning opportunities, including some of the 
excellent suggestions submitted. Thanks for the feedback 
and stay tuned. – Virginia 

. . . . 

FacCom has been busy implementing creative ways for 
members (and Explorers and Visitors) to stay engaged, going 
back to our move in March to all-virtual meetings. Moving to 
Zoom is challenging given VHC’s goals to grow, maintain 
community, and conduct the necessary business.   

One exciting new resource FacCom has initiated is a  
members’-driven Resource Guide for writings by BIPOC 
citizens (Black and Indigenous and People of Color). In light of 
the massive BLM protests and the growing awareness of 
persistent racism and white privilege, we hope the Resource 
Guide can help inspire future conversations and prompt both 
personal and group courses of action. We hope the 
community sees this as a rich and evolving resource. Here’s 
where to view the Guide. To add something, go here. 

Meanwhile, the General/Members’ meeting has evolved 
during this social distancing period. Changes have included 
the introduction of breakout rooms; a deeper use of Zoom’s 
tools, like hand-raising; and announcements sent out before 
meetings to cut down on meeting time. – Karen 

. . . . 

 
 
 

  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NuBUeBALLUlBetHie65E_OobPoSskB1BjBbGu7zk_NY/edit?usp=sharing)
https://forms.gle/tiGdYy1raGRiJCAC6


The Common House committee has solicited furnishings 
with a concern that they enable us to use the Common 
House as an effective expression of community.  We have 
focused on the kitchen and dining room but are also giving 
attention to the front entrance, mailroom, guest rooms, 
lavatories, and children's spaces (indoors and out).  We have 
also welcomed new members to the committee and selected 
Kathryn and Dick as delegates to the main community 
space.  We are beginning to feel like a cohesive and fully 
functioning committee. -- Dick 
 

. . . . 

Memcom has welcomed new Explorers Sue Donaldson (Julie 
is her buddy) and Miles Steele/Jess Kenney (Maggie and 
Filipe are their buddies). If you haven’t already, reach out to 
them! You can find contact information on the membership 
committee’s portal page -- Deborah 

. . . . 

GroundsCom is now at capacity, with eight members. A 
discussion is under way as to whether a clearer definition of 
Grounds’ role is needed, and around questions like its 
relationship to the Building/Maintenance committee. Areas 
that have been or are currently being focused on include 
sustainability, our invisible fence policy, the community 
garden survey, and the VHC plantings guide. -- Karen 

. . . . 

IDEA, for those who don’t know, stands for “Inclusion, 
Diversity, Equity for All.” Inclusion means that all members 
are respected and valued and that general and committee 
meetings will take into account members’ differences in 
processing information, so that, for instance, notes will be 
available in short “bullet” form and use action statements, as 
opposed to long narratives. Also, meeting places are, and our 
eventual common house will be, wheel-chair-accessible for 
all and free of fragrances and chemical toxicity. Equity entails 
the consideration that extra expenditures may impact some 
members especially hard. -- Maital 
  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1cn_2lJt2js5hbzH9rL5QW_nINNkSZVlYTeKseYeXPgo/edit#gid=0


 
Workcom is continuing to assign Explorer tasks and arrange 
committee placements. We are also looking into ways to 
level the committee workload among members and to assess 
participation in ad hoc groups as committee work. And, we 
are planning for future changes in Workcom’s scope and 
tasks. -- Lisa 

. . . . 

Marketcom’s monthly "Happy Hours" gatherings are a 
wonderful way for people curious about life at Village Hill 
Cohousing or in the Pioneer Valley to get to meet VHC 
members in a relaxed way. We laugh, we share, we tell 
stories and more. Our next Happy Hour will take place 
Thursday, August 13, from 6 pm - 7 pm. All are welcome! --
Melinda 

. . . . 

FinLegal has been taking up two issues regarding the 
Common House: 1) Making sure, once the Common House is 
open, that we will have access to the first floor without a 
time limit; and 2) Moving forward a proposed amendment to 
the variance, to permit us to install a lift rather than an 
elevator. -- Deborah 

. . . . 

Communications is working on improving access to, and 
organization of, the VHC portal.  We're setting up a Table of 
Contents, and will offer to show members how to more 
easily “remember” how to find what they're looking for. Also, 
a variety of policies and “how-to” procedures will be issued, 
covering Zoom meetings, acceptable email usage, and the 
VHC calendar. -- Mitch 

. . . . 

 

Upcoming dates! Be there or be square! (Links will 
be sent before the events listed.) 

• Happy Hour for Prospective/Current Members: 
August 13, 6 pm 

• General/Members Meeting August 16, 10:30 am 

 
 


