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An Eloquent, Brilliant Black Man Was Fatally Shot by Chicago Police 51 

Years Ago. My Son’s Upcoming Film Reminds Us Why We Should Still Care. 

By Robin Berson 

Fifty-one years ago, in December 1969, a brilliant and eloquent, humane young 

Black man was shot to death in his bed by a tactical unit acting on orders from the 

Chicago Police Department and J. Edgar Hoover’s FBI. The victim’s name was 

Fred Hampton. 

 

Fred Hampton 

Hampton was the chair of the Illinois Black Panthers. 

Today, most people have never heard his name or have 

forgotten him. But Hampton deserves better than that 

from history, and a new feature film takes a strong step toward that goal. The film 

also happens to have been co-written by my son, Will Berson. 

Judas and the Black Messiah offers the image of a young revolutionary (Hampton 

called himself a “revolutionary socialist”), who established free breakfast programs 

for poor schoolchildren, medical clinics in underserved Black neighborhoods, 

political education classes and legal workshops for communities overwhelmed by 

blatantly illegal police violence. 

At the same time, Hampton also led passionate and packed rallies where he urged 

his followers – of all ethnicities – to shout call-to-action phrases like “I am a 
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revolutionary!” As a result, he was seen by the FBI and Chicago PD as a threat to 

the power structure. They targeted him because he was such a charismatic and 

unifying figure (hence the film’s title’s “Messiah” reference). A leader who 

inspired such loyalty amid a growing coalition of marginalized groups had to be 

eliminated.  

To make that happen, the police pressured a petty criminal, William O’Neal, to 

become an FBI informant, infiltrate the Panthers (hence the “Judas” of the film’s 

title) and provide the details that led to Hampton’s brutal assassination. The 

informant is played by Lakeith Stanfield. 

The film is based on research and writing by my son Will, who also co-wrote the 

screenplay. As I’ve watched Will develop over the years into a powerful artist, I’ve 

seen writing that has always been grounded in the historical narrative of neglected 

and vilified peoples: Previous scripts of his have focused on the activities of the 

CIA in 1950s Puerto Rico, and on a little-known war in 1830s Florida and Georgia, 

when desperate Seminole Indians refused to participate in the infamous Trail of 

Tears ethnic cleansing of other tribes (notably the Cherokee) whose rich lands 

were coveted by white settlers and slave owners.  

Judas, which stars Daniel Kaluuya (of Get Out and Black Panther fame), speaks 

loudly in the present moment with a voice we all need to hear. The film originally 

had been set for release on August 21 --- a trailer is already out. But the distributor 

Warner Bros. has since rescheduled the film to 2021 with a theatrical release only.   

I asked Will what motivated Judas and he 

mentioned that while researching a different script 

about Puerto Rican nationalists in 1960, he realized 

that that group was actually “a distant-second target 

of COINTELPRO [the FBI’s former covert 

program] behind the Panthers.  

 

“I think the murder of Mike Brown in Ferguson, Missouri, and 

the Black Lives Matter uprising, followed by countless other 

unarmed Black men, women and children being killed by cops --Trayvon Martin, 

Sandra Bland, Jonathan Crawford III, Tamir Rice, Walter Scott, etc. -- made 

Hampton's story and the Black Panthers' struggle all the more urgent,” Will wrote. 

As his mother and a film aficionado, I agree. Hopefully, we’ll be seeing more films 

emerge about these tragic and criminal events in history. How terrible that they 

date back five decades (and more) to 1969 Chicago. 

Will Berson 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hmw7aY7Ul_o
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Black Bears are Alive and Well in Massachusetts. So, Beware. 

By Karen Clay 

According to the Massachusetts Wildlife website, “Massachusetts is the third most 

densely populated state in the country, [and] black bears have been increasing in 

numbers and distribution since the 1970s.”  

That’s reason for VHC members to pay attention. The website continues: “The 

statewide population of bears is estimated to be over 4,500 animals and is growing 

and expanding eastward.”  

Where do Black bears live? According to a website map, they live and breed in 

Worcester County, northern Middlesex County and west to the Berkshires.  

 
Credit: Mass Wildlife website 
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Mostly young male and some breeding females are living in other eastern 

Massachusetts communities along Route 495. “Dispersing young bears and 

wandering males often find themselves east of Route 495,” the site says. While the 

bear population is growing, the state does allow hunting to cull the population, and 

sadly a number of bears each year die after being hit by cars.   

These facts are not a cause for alarm but are good reason for learning how to live 

with our bear neighbors. Northampton has an active bear population which for the 

most part is not visible, but certain human behaviors can prompt unnecessary 

human/bear conflicts that otherwise could have been avoided. 

According to a local Mass Wildlife webinar held in July which I attended and 

which focused on the bear population in the Northampton area, most bear 

interactions occur in May, June and July.  

That’s an intimidating notion because of these animals’ size: Females weigh 

between 140 and 300 pounds (225 pounds on average), and male bears weigh on 

average between 350 and 500 pounds. Another intimidating fact: Bears are really, 

really hungry at certain times of the year. In the spring, for instance, food sources 

are sparse when these animals are looking for berries, cherries and corn apples.  

Another, human-sourced, food source they’re also looking for is bird feeders. In 

late summer (August/September) bears are again unusually hungry because they’re 

what’s called hyperphagic. This term describes an increase in their feeding activity 

driven by a biological need to fatten up before they go into dens to hibernate for 

the winter. Once they enter that phase, bears – incredibly enough – go without food 

and water for months. So, to satisfy their considerable upcoming food need during 

the hyperphagic phase, some bears will take advantage of human-supplied food 

sources like bird feeders and unsecured garbage cans during the spring and 

summer. 

The lesson to take from this? Bears will take advantage of an easy meal.   
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Photo credit: Mass Wildlife presentation 

 

Some takeaways for peacefully coexisting with these animals in Northampton 

(from the Mass Wildlife website):  

• Remove all food sources from your yard and property. 

• Never intentionally feed bears. 

• Don’t feed birds. All bird feeders, suet and spilled seed attract bears. There 

is NO safe time or day of year to have bird feeders out.  

• Never leave trash bags out, either. Store garbage in a secure building or 

container and put trash out the morning of pickup.  

• Use bear-proof dumpsters with metal lids and licking bars and empty them 

regularly. 

• Never store any food on a screen porch or other insecure area. 

• Do not feed pets outside. 

• Do not use open compost.  

 

For more information, go to the state’s website. And do what  you can to keep 

yourself and your family safe. 

  

https://www.mass.gov/black-bears-in-massachusetts
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Book Ends: Members’ Recommendations for Good Reads 

An Ongoing Series  

 

White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People To Talk About Racism 

by Robin DiAngelo 

Publisher: Beacon Press, 2018 
 

DiAngelo has two aims in her book. The first is to 

get White Americans to recognize the wind of 

white supremacy at their backs that they fail to 

feel – and the wind in the face of Black 

Americans which they experience every day. The 

second aim is to get readers to accept that we are 

all biased, we will make mistakes, and we need to 

correct them, not recoil in horror that we have 

said the wrong thing. 

Does the book have internal repetition, read like a 

collection of articles and suffer from self-sealing 

logic? Yes. Does DiAngelo succeed in her two 

aims? Completely. Should you read it if you are 

White? Absolutely. -- Jim Glickman 
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Real Life  

By Brandon Taylor 

Publisher: Riverhead Books, 2020 
 

Brandon Taylor's novel Real Life is a significant 

contribution to the issues of race, gender, sexuality 

and class playing out today in America. Taylor has 

garnered rave reviews from news media, fellow 

writers and literary critics, and those reviews are 

richly deserved. This is a book that employs a 

fictional framework to dig deep into what it means 

to be Black and gay in the environment Taylor 

creates: a mostly white world of graduate students 

at an unnamed northern university (likely the 

University of Wisconsin, Taylor's alma mater).  

 

The main character, Wallace, a private and 

extremely sensitive person whose troubled 

background comes out slowly during the story, falls 

into a tumultuous, sometimes violent and 

ultimately hopeful relationship with a White and 

frat-boyish fellow student named Miller.  

 

It’s an unlikely pairing, given that both men are frightened of their own demons 

and what it means to be a man of any color in Trump’s America. I haven’t read a 

novel like this in quite a while. I had to pause periodically to not let the emotional 

weight of its characters overwhelm me.  

 

Real Life is a true epiphany; it will shake you up but good, yet it also testifies to 

love finding a way, even in our darkest of days. -- Craig Machado 
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Crossing Point 

By James Glickman 

Publisher: Rare Bird Books, 2017 

 

America’s victory against Britain in our War of 

Independence and our nation’s ground-breaking 

Constitution which that conflict spawned (see the 

Democratic Party’s current presidential campaign) 

were possible only after years (1775-83) of 

unimaginably bloody, brutal military combat.  

The role of the soldiers and farmers of Rhode 

Island in the war was largely unknown to today’s 

Americans until VHC member Jim Glickman set 

out to tell it.  

 

To do so, Glickman, who lived for four years in 

Rhode Island, spent untold hours poring over 

yellowed diaries and letters (penned by the colonial 

era’s prodigious record-keepers) to excavate both 

military and personal histories and create a page-

turner of a historical novel. 

 

Crossing Point follows the fighters from two prominent, real-life R.I. families (and 

two fictional ones) as they suffer and starve their way through the Battle of Bunker 

Hill, the horrific winter 1775 portage trek to Quebec (which failed) and battles in 

and around Aquidneck Island near Newport, R.I., and Red Bank, N.J. Along the 

way, we watch iconic figures like George Washington, Benedict Arnold and 

Samuel Paine in action, whose actions are reported on by the real-life people who 

knew them. 

 

With elegant fictional flair, Glickman gets us into the heads of his characters, male 

and female. Notably, he also creates often-overlooked black characters -- 

especially one family’s close-knit group of slaves (including real-life slave-soldier 

Guy Watson) -- to illuminate those individuals’ narrow and soul-crushing choices 

during the Revolution:  

• Fight for the rebels and win freedom or stay on the farm and die a slave? 

Follow Master’s pressure to opt out of battle or leave to fight and risk 

returning to find a loved one sold?  
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• Fight as a loyalist or join the fray as a patriot? Take out Britain’s terrifying 

Hessian warriors with a gruesome bayonet thrust to the guts, or hope to god 

that rain-soaked musket fires in time?   

 

Read this book, and your next Fourth of July will never again be the same. -- Joan 

Oleck 
 

 

Recipe of the Month  

An ongoing series on goodies, both sweet and savory, modified for healthier 

eating 

 

 

French Patisserie Fruit Tart 



10 

 

Ingredients for the short crust: 1¼ cup flour, 4 oz. unsalted butter cut into 

pieces, 1 Tbsp plain Greek yogurt, 2 Tbsp sugar 

For the vanilla cream filling: 6 oz. cream cheese (softened), 1 Tbsp plain Greek 

yogurt, 1¼ cup heavy cream, 3 Tbsp sugar, 2 tsp vanilla  

For the glaze (optional): 4 oz. apple juice, ¼ cup sugar, 1 Tbsp cornstarch  

For the fruit toppings: Any yummy fruit in season  

Prepare the crust: 

1. Preheat oven to 375 F 

2. Place all crust ingredients into a food processor and process until it looks 

like cornmeal. Press mixture into a 10-inch tart pan and bake for about 15 

minutes or until golden brown 

 

Prepare the cream filling: 

1. Be sure the heavy cream, cream cheese and plain Greek yogurt are at room 

temperature, for a silky-smooth cream filling. To prepare the cream filling, 

place the heavy cream in the bowl of a stand-up mixer and blend for about 2 

minutes using a whisk attachment. Slowly add the yogurt, cream cheese, 

sugar and vanilla 

2. Continue mixing until smooth 

 

Prepare the glaze: 

1. Combine sugar and cornstarch in a bowl 

2. Heat the fruit juice on medium heat, and once it starts to simmer, slowly 

start adding in the sugar mixture while stirring constantly 

3. Bring the glaze to a boil, continue stirring, and allow the mixture to cook for 

about 2 minutes, or until thickened. Remove from heat and let it cool for 10 

minutes before using. 

 

Assemble the fruit: 

1. Fill the crust with vanilla cream, then arrange fruit artfully on top.  Brush on 

the glaze  

 

Tip: Put the cream into the crust, then chill the dish in the refrigerator for 30 to 45 

minutes until all is firm and set. Once that happens, arrange the fruit; brush on the 

glaze. Enjoy! -- Anya Oleck 
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Committee Reports 

The Financial/Legal Committee: The Financial/Legal Committee: Architect 

Laura Fitch submitted the first draft of the application for a lift instead of the more 

expensive elevator, and is working with Sunwood to finalize the draft. FinLegal 

will be given a copy of the application. FinLegal sent out a survey to get a sense of 

members’ ability/willingness to contribute to a lift fund, and received positive 

feedback.  

 

On a separate item, FinLegal is now researching condo rules and regulations 

around renting units so we can establish a rental policy which does not jeopardize 

members’ ability to get mortgages or increase insurance fees.  In general, 

condominiums where more than 90 percent of the units are owner-occupied are 

looked on more favorably by mortgage banks and insurance companies.  

-- Deborah  
 

The Work Committee has put three new policies in place: 1) procedures for 

changing committees; 2) a second subcommittee choice/placement process (for 

new members serving on just one committee); and, 3) how to assess ad 

hoc group/committee task performance as work. All work policies can be found on 

the VHC portal, in the Policies and Procedures folder. We are also beginning to 

brainstorm on how Workcom’s duties will change as VHC moves toward fuller 

occupancy. -- Lisa  
 

The Membership Committee will distribute two links. The first goes to the 

“current Explorer info spreadsheet on people exploring the possibility of joining 

VHC. The second goes to current Explorers’ responses to our questionnaire -- 

Deborah  
 

  

The Common House Committee continues to discover, solicit and in some cases 

procure furnishings and other items we need  for this community space  Since our 

last newsletter, the committee members have worked closely together to 

secure for  a good price a beautiful matching table, hutch and six chairs for the 

small dining room.  A tour with Sunwood of the new space helped the committee 

identify issues and opportunities so we can make good decisions as we move 

forward. -- Dick 
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The Governance Committee received useful feedback from the August 16 

meeting  breakout groups, and will be continuing to provide training on decision-

making by consent, building on what happened at the last General Meeting. In 

addition, the committee has checked off all of the aims established last year, and is 

working on developing new aims. -- Deborah 

 

The Communications Committee has organized the Photo Gallery, where visitors 

can find scores of pictures available for marketing, the website, or their own 

enjoyment. They include our twice-a-week gatherings, the VHC site, family fun 

and kids at play! Categories of albums include the Common House, Community 

Life and Northampton; viewers can also just wander around the Gallery.  Here is 

the link. If VHC members/ Explorers have photos they would like to share, please 

send them to: photos@VillageHillCohousing.org. – Mitch 

Sunwood Q&A Sessions 
 

Sunwood has started holding monthly Question & 

Answer sessions via Zoom with the Members of 

Village Hill Cohousing.  We believe these informal 

sessions are the perfect opportunity for Members to 

ask questions about what is happening on site.  We 

have fielded questions ranging from how many of the 

surrounding trees are actually on VHC property to Common House questions 

regarding the accessibility of the basement area to the Community Garden.  We 

also answered questions about the possibility of charging stations in the carports 

and why the pathway lights are sometimes on during the day.  We also discussed 

Membership and Marketing and how both committees need help as we all work 

together to sell the remaining units.  All great topics and good discussions.  We 

look forward to our next session in September.   

Upcoming Events – Be There or Be Square 

Happy Hour for Members, Explorers, and Interested Parties: Sept. 10, 6-7 pm 

Members’/General Meeting: Sept. 13 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1K9alHnhX_uE_kK97IAv3LfbleW1JPf3g?usp=sharing
mailto:photos@VillageHillCohousing.org

